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Welcome aboard the Orient
Express megayacht

It’s the world’s largest sailing cruise yacht and has everything the discerning 
traveller might desire — including a wine cellar, library, cinema and 

recording studio

The Orient Express’s new yacht, Corinthian, is the largest sailing yacht yet built

JEAN-MARIE LIOT / ORIENT EXPRESS

Nina Caplan
Thursday June 18 2026, 4.10am, The Times
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S
ize, they say, isn’t everything. That’s certainly true on Orient Express’s

new yacht, Corinthian, even if it is, at 220m, the largest sailing yacht yet

built. That’s because there are other wonders — like its sails, which are,

with one exception, solid — made of smooth carbon fibre-reinforced glass rather

than woven material. Held up by masts that rise 100m above the waterline, they

not only look amazing, but are energy eHcient and provide a comfortable ride.

Sailing is such a smooth experience that I only realised we were on our way

when I looked out of the window.

Which I did less than I should have along the Riviera because there was so much

to gaze at indoors. Almost everything on this 54-cabin boat is bespoke, made to

the very precise specifications of the architect and interior designer Maxime

d’Angeac. Because this is Orient Express, the brief included evoking the

sumptuous art deco atmosphere of the trains. 
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The decor also pays homage to the SS Normandie, a magnificent ocean liner

from the 1930s that was built in the same St Nazaire shipyard as the Corinthian.

Hence the wall lights reminiscent of the flower lamps Suzanne Lalique designed

for the trains, and the seats in the 20-person cinema have a fabric taken from

the Normandie, but in a diYerent colour. Those seats also have pull-out

footstools that look exactly like old-fashioned suitcases, an innovation so

charming they distracted me from the film.

The art deco wall lights are reminiscent of the Vower lamps Suzanne Lalique designed for the trains
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One of the bedrooms with undulating textile designs and plush velvet curtains
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The Library Bar with an actual library and mirrored double staircase
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Nobody needs a design qualification to enjoy these surroundings. Carpet designs

undulate like waves; mirrors are subtly tilted to reflect the sea. The double

staircase down to the main bar has a mirrored ceiling, for quadruple the

aesthetic pleasure. Sitting on the bar terrace watching the sunset with a mojito

next to the main pool was pure pleasure. But then, so was the next day’s

sundowner one floor up with a glass of champagne, as two floors below me an

extra deck jutted into the water, set with tables. The notion of having to decide

which of these three floors to dine on was such an exquisite dilemma it required

more champagne. 

There are five restaurants and eight bars in total, including a fine dining

experience overseen by the multi-Michelin-starred chef Yannick Alléno and a

seafood bar where caviar bumps are not the most exciting item served — not if

you love oysters as much as I do (although the helping of caviar is, it must be

said, large).

The Guerlain spa treatment room

The outdoor deck hosts one of the _ve restaurants
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One of the ensuite bathrooms, coated in marble
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There is a Library Bar with an actual library, a Guerlain spa with steam room and

two saunas, and a barber shop with the most delightful 1920s addition: a

speakeasy at the back, serving excellent cocktails. The lap pool is slightly odd: it

is two decks deep, and so rather lacking in sunlight. It is heated, though, which

made the dip worthwhile. 
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The cabins range from large — 485 sq ft — to enormous: the penthouse is 2,475 sq

ft with two bedrooms, a gym, an enclosable dining area with a magnificent

overhead lamp in eucalyptus and metal, and a private deck so big I nearly failed

to notice the hot tub. I loved the attention to detail in mine, from the plush

sunshine-yellow carpets with stepped pattern around the edges to the big

comfortable sofa and hidden TV, which rises out of the woodwork at the touch

of a button. The in-room bar could never be called mini: floor to ceiling, reached

via cream leather doors, with a drawer of pre-mixed cocktails as well as the

usual coYee machine and cold drinks. The bathroom was coated in marble —

“We have as much marble as possible,” says Camille Thirion, an architect on

d’Angeac’s team, with a Gallic shrug, “because why not?” There was even, I

noticed, an archway edged in marble for me to enjoy as I leant back to have a

shampoo in the beauty parlour. “We didn’t want any sharp edges,” Thirion adds,

and so none of the tables or lamps have them. There are pillars wrapped in

leather and metal door handles that resemble octopus tentacles or antelope

horns. And, while the boat can accommodate 110 guests, the crew number 170.
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The masts that rise 100m above the waterline are made of smooth carbon _bre-reinforced glass
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One of the _ve restaurants with Michelin-starred cuisine
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The wine cellar is fabulous, as befits a list chosen by Xavier Thuizat, whose

many awards include Best Sommelier of France in 2022 and the immensely

prestigious Meilleur Ouvrier de France. And private tastings are, of course,

possible, in a beautiful room decorated with gorgeous screens of linked glass

chains. Should any detail be missing, every cabin has a personal butler to resolve

any problems. 
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I had very few problems to solve — which, at these prices, is as it should be.

(Everything is included except the fine dining restaurant.) There is a recording

studio, which seems a strange feature: who will use it? And the main pool is in

the middle of the main deck, so an evening dipper will be surrounded by people

wearing rather more clothes and enjoying a drink. But apparently, many of those

booking will take over the whole vessel, in which case that would not be a

problem. 

Suites cost from €11,400 / £9,857. The penthouses cost from €29,480 for a Mistral

suite to €55,440 for a Zephyr suite, on the two-night Monaco to Marseille sailing

from October 3rd to 5th, orient-express.com
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